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BREAKING NEWS 
 
The YOUNG have forgiven all the crimes of the [     ]  
They have given up the crimes of the [    ] at the drop 
of a [    ] they have given up the natural discipline of 
social punishment in pursuit of [   ] in pursuit of a 
they have given up their right to hold my imaginary 
[    ] formica horrors for a [     ] big knife mummy’s 
drawers wipe clean wedding ring for a [    ] the  
heartless and memoryless young have given up their 
natural claim on the wrongs of the past in pursuit 
of a single night of easy sleep and a rent freeze 
 
 
2.  
 
I have been asked to write a personal essay called ‘The Artwork That Changed My Life’ 
for  [   ] magazine, a magazine that didn’t pay me or send me a contributor copy of the 
magazine for a poem I previously wrote for them. The poem wasn’t part of a series; it 
was actually sent to them by an editor at a press I no longer care for who didn’t give me 
any copies of the work I made for them either. If I make a house out of my work the wind 
blows right through it.  
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

BREAKING NEWS 
 
The young women we see are far too [    ] focussed 
for the likes of we [        ] and is this what your 
great grandmother Gloria Steinem fought for it’s 
to [     ] you can also get a boyfriend by supporting 
Amy Klobuchar. This new trend for [    ] is SO sad 
to see for a seasoned [    ] like me. I won’t apologise 
for centring [    ] it’s not a [    ] prioritise liberation through 
 “biology”. I pledge allegiance to the sensible grownups  
of the New Statesman only. So sad to see these young [   ]  
using words that stigmatise businesswomen like “solidarity” 
 
 
4.  
 
You’re wrong if you think that wind is a metaphor. It might be the storm but the windows 
rattle more now and I have learnt to remain suspicious of certain kinds of student 
journalist. I hate the personal. I hate the personal essay more than anything. I need a 
break—we all do—from the relentless treadmill of the self but I also need the fee of [   ] 
I have been promised to bastardise my own meaningful experiences for [   ] magazine. 
My life has never changed.  
  



 
 
 
 

BREAKING NEWS 
 
They seem not to understand the extensive benefits 
that [      ] has given them. They seem to think a four 
day week could be a good thing. They don’t know how 
many [     ] types of butter you can buy now compared  
to to [     ] close your mouth finish your whole plate 
YOUNG LADY we could [    ] give ourselves over to the  
natural [   ] [    ] claims of far fewer brands in my day 
they’re choosing not to have children now, they’re 
choosing not to take long haul flights they’re making 
me and all my colleagues feel so bad about our lives 
 
 
6.  
 
That’s because it has never been able to answer to that name. Please spare me from 
becoming a Bloomsbury-fetishist or [    ] or [    ] or to use in any circumstances the word 
‘soiree’. The only autofiction I believe in comes through bank statements, reimbursement 
forms, begging emails and in a previous life of easier benefit claims. I would love to 
contribute to the series, thanks for thinking of me! I’ll have a think about a work to choose 
and get back to you.  
 
  



 
 
 
 

* 
 
Wall – door – roof. Rooms and the things that have happened in them.  
The Rooms That Have Ruined My Life. The form of this. Much more 
regular than you’d think.  
 

  



  

                 proceeds to the UCU strike Fighting fund 
                 Donate at Ucu.org.uk/fightingfund  
                                                                                  
     

                                                 
                



                                                 Copyright is for cops                                                    
                                                         copy, share, steal                                                   

 
                                                  

                                                                
                                                                 


